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■ PHYSICAL EVIDENCE - As the O.J. Simpson trial swings into action, a former federal
prosecutor at The University of Montana - Missoula is one ot a handtul ot lawyers nationwide who
can comment on the case from a prosecutorial perspective. UM law school's Visiting Assistant
Professor Patrick Cotter, who in 1992 tried organized crime kingpin John Gotti, says that the
physical evidence presented in the case - the glove found on Simpson s estate, the blood found in
his vehicle and home, and the DNA test results - is the most important aspect of the prosecutors’
case. Witnesses can be discredited, but the blood docsn t lie, Cotter says.
Recalling his days as a prosecutor. Cotter says that prosecuting a complicated trial is a
logistical nightmare of compiling evidence and arranging tor witnesses. It s a little like the
opening of a Broadway show," he says. "You can’t stop in the middle of a live performance and
announce that you need more time to get ready." And juries, particularly in murder trials, ’demand
physical evidence to be convinced." he says.
Cotter is available to share his insights as the most publicized trial in U S. history proceeds.
He can be reached at (406) 243-5285.
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